AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 
Claim listing: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of optimizinof a shipment to at least a first 
receiver of a plurality of products maintained by the first/receiver in inventory at a 
receiver location, the shipment being of at le ast on e Droduct from a first source at a first 
location and a second source at a second location cnfferent from the first location to the 
first receiver through a distribution point located at a distribution location remote from 
the receiver location, the first location and the second location, p l ura li ty of shippers to^ 
le ast on e r e c ei v e r , the p l ura li ty of first and second s hipp e r s sources being different 
business entities, the method comprising the steps of: 

determining the products reguired to be maintained in the inventory in response 

to data received from the first receiver; and 

(a) determin i ng a maximum load of at l east ono a transport vohicio from tho 
plura l ity of sh i pper s; and / 

(b) calculating an amount/of the products for shipment from the first source 
and the second source and a mode of transportation of the products from the first and 
second sources to the distribution point and from the distribution point to the first 
receiver that reduces logistics costs and that maintains the inventory within the amount 
of products reguired to be maintained according to an algorithm employing one or more 
metrics and the data, optim i ang th e max i mum tead of at le a s t one th e transport v e h i cle. 
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2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , vvherein the one or more 
metrics comprise the level of the inventory th e d e t e rm i n i /g s top i nc l uding th e s t e p of 
determ i n i ng at loast ono of a max i mum mass, max i ny/m l ongth, maximum he i ght, 
maximum width, max i mum volume, and pa ll et footpr i nt of the at loact one transport 
vohicio , / 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the one or more 
metrics comprise the time of shipment of the products determin i ng stop furth e r i nclud es 
tho stop of estab li sh i ng at l oast ono optrmizat i on motric , 

4. (Currently Amended) Tl/e method of claim 1 3, wherein the one or more 
metrics comprise motr i c estab l ishing stop further includes tho stop of ostab l ish i ng at 
least one of the following metrics/ a capacity utilization per vehicle mile, total 
transportation cost metric; transportation cost as percentage of product value shipped 
metric; shipping revenue metric; total logistics cost metric; and shipping revenue less 
freight cost metric. / 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 -4-, wherein the transportation 
mode uses vehicles haying capacities and wherein the one or more metrics comprise 
bin-packing characteristics of the vehicles, including one or more of the amount of pallet 
lavers, pallets, pallet/foot prints and cases of products within the capacities of the 
vehicles optimizat i on stee furth e r i nc l ud e s th e s t e p of e x e rc i s i ng d is cr e t i onary contro l 
ovor tho productSAO bo shipped . 

6. (Ciflrrently Amended) The method of claim 1 S, wherein the products 
comprise a first/product and a second product and wherein the exorcising step of 
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calculating comprises further i nc l udos the step of prioritizing the p/oduGts the first 
product relative to the second product to be shipped. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 Q( wherein the optimization 
step of calculating f urthef i nc l ud es comprises the step o nemporallv optimizing the 
product shipment from the first and second locations / e mpora ll v among at le ast on e 
othor ch i pmont . 

8. (Currently Amended) The methoc^of claim 1 6, wherein the max i mum l oad 
optimizat i on step of calculating an optimal loid further i nc l udos comprises the step of 
providing a trade allowance to the at leasyoRe first receiver. 

9. (Previously Presented) Tl;>e method of claim 8, wherein the trade 
allowance is a rebate. 

10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 §, wherein the distribution 
point comprises method furthor/nc l udoG the stop of man i pu l at i ng tho shipment at a 
cross-dock. 

12. (Currently Amefnded) The method of claim 1 44, and further comprising 
the step of labeling the progucts wherein the step of manipu l at i ng tho shipment a^ 
cress - deck inc l udes the otop of c l as si fying tho stoGk with destination indicia. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, wherein the classify i ng s t e p 
further i ncludes labeling comprises the step of applying at least one of an a l abe l , SKU 
code, pallet tag, andiuPC code. 
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1 4. (Currently Amended) The methodyOf claim 1 1 , wherein the method further 
inc l udos comprises the step of ensuring that^^ Droducts entering the cross-dock have a 
predefined destination beyond the cross/aock. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 6, wherein the method further 
i nc l udos comprises utilizing a yehpe tracking system. 

16-42, (Canceled) 

43. (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein the transportation mode uses 
vehicles having a maximum load and wherein the step of calp^ilating comprises the step 
of calculating a mix of additional products to be shipped fpom the second location when 
the maximum load is not exceeded by the products emulated to be shipped from the 
first location. 

44. (New) The method of claim 1 , anjzf further comprising the step of 
scheduling the shipment of the products frorn the first and second locations to arrive at 
a cross-dock before the shipping of the products from the first and second locations. 

45. (New) The method of cl^m 1 , wherein the step of calculating comprises 
the step of optimizing the one or niore metrics. 

46. (New) The methocr of claim 1 , wherein the transportation mode uses 
vehicles having capacities and wherein the one or more metrics comprise the amount of 
the vehicle capacities filled/with the products. 

47. (New) The/method of claim 1 wherein first receiver is a distributor of the 
products. 

48. (New) /The method of claim 1 , wherein the first and second sources each 
comprise shippers/ 
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49. (New) The method of claimi , wherein the steps are carried pu\ by a third 
party independent of the sources and the receiver. 

50. (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein the one or rndre metrics comprise a 
maximum feasible order size and wherein the step of calculating comprises calculating 
the maximum feasible order size that maintains the inveplory within the amount of 
products required to be maintained. 

51 . (New) The method of claim 1 wher^n the steps are implemented by 
computer hardware, computer software or a jeiombination of computer hardware and 
computer software. 

52. (New) A method of facilitating shipment of merchandise to a first receiver 
maintaining a first inventory of merchandise at a first receiver location and to a second 
eceiver maintaining a second inv/entory of merchandise at a second receiver location, the 
shipment of merchandise being from a first source located at a first source location and 
from a second source located at a second source location, said method comprising: 

determining the limits of the merchandise required to be maintained for the 
first inventory according to one or more first metrics in response to first data received from 
the first receiver; 

deterrrlining the limits of the flow of merchandise required to be maintained for 
the second inventory according to one or more second metrics in response to second data 
received from tne second receiver; and 

Iculating an amount of merchandise for shipment from the first and second 
sources and a mode of transportation of the merchandise from the first and second 
sources toAhe first and second receivers that reduces logistics costs and that results in 
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shipment of merchandise within the limits of merchandise required to be maintaned for the 
first inventory and within the limits of merchandise required to be maintaip^ for the 
second inventory according to an algorithm employing at least the ope or more first 
metrics, the one or more second metrics, the first data and the s^ond data. 

53. (New) The method of claim 52 wherein the one jeff more first metrics comprise a 
level of the first inventory and wherein the one or mor^/^econd metrics comprise a level of 
the second inventory. 

54. (New) The method of claim 52 wher/in the one or more first metrics comprise 
prescheduling of the delivery of the merchaci6ise to the first receiver and wherein the one 
or more second metrics comprise prescl}6duling of the delivery of the merchandise to the 
second receiver. 

55. (New) The method of cl^im 52 wherein the merchandise comprises first 
merchandise having a first priority and second merchandise having a second priority less 
than the first priority and wher,ein the one or more first and second metrics comprise at 
least one priority value. 

56. (New) The method of claim 55 wherein the first merchandise and the second 
merchandise comprise/the same type of merchandise. 

57. (New) The method of claim 55 wherein the first merchandise and the second 
merchandise comprise different types of merchandise. 

58. (New)/rhe method of claim 52 wherein the transportation mode uses vehicles 
having capacities and wherein the one or more first and second metrics comprise the 
amount of the /vehicle capacities filled with the merchandise. 
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59. (New) The method of claim 52 and further comprising the step/ff labeling the 
products with destination indicia. 

60. (New) The method of claim 59 wherein the labeling cpfriprises the step of 
applying at least one of an SKU code, pallet tag, and UPC oerae. 

61 . (New) The method of claim 52 wherein the one or more first and second 
metrics comprise a quantity of the merchandise an^ time of transportation of the 
merchandise. 

62. (New) The method of claim 52 wherein the merchandise comprise at least first 
products and second products and wherein the one or more first and second metrics 
comprise a mix of the first productS/and second products. 

63. (New) The method of^laim 52 wherein the one or more first and second 
metrics comprise selection between the first source and the second source. 

64. (New) The me^od of claim 52 wherein said determining the limits of the 
merchandise required to be maintained for the first inventory comprises deriving from the 
first data the level of tne first inventory and identifying the quantities of the merchandise 
shippable to maintan the first inventory as required. 

65. (New)/rhe method of claim 64 wherein said determining the limits of the 
merchandise required to be maintained for the second inventory comprises deriving from 
the second dap the level of the second inventory and identifying the quantities of the 
merchandise shippable to maintain the second inventory as required. 

66. (New) The method of claim 52 wherein the merchandise is available at a 
distribution point displaced from the first and second receiver locations and displaced from 
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the first and second source locations, wherein the transportation mode us^l vehicles 
having capacities, and wherein said calculating comprises: 

calculating a quantity of the merchandise for shipmepf by at least one of the 
vehicles from the distribution point to the first receiver locatioFf; and 

calculating a quantity of the merchandise for^hipment by at least one of the 
vehicles from the distribution point to the second repeiver location. 

67. (New) The method of claim 66 wherein said calculating further comprises: 
calculating a quantity of the merchandise for shipment by at least one of the 

vehicles from the first source to the distproution point; and 

calculating a quantity oUne merchandise for shipment by at least one of the 
vehicles from the second source/to the distribution point. 

68. (New) The meth9a of claim 66 wherein the distribution point comprises a 
cross-dock. 

69. (New) The i;Hethod of claim 66 wherein the distribution point comprises a 
warehouse. 

70. (New)7rhe method of claim 52 wherein the first receiver is independent from 
the second receiver. 

71 . (New) The method of claim 70 wherein the first receiver and the second 
receiver comprise different legal entities. 

72/ (New) The method of claim 52 wherein the first source is independent from the 
second source. 

r3. (New) The method of claim 72 wherein the first source and the second source 
comprise different legal entities. 
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74. (New) The method of claim 52 wherein the first and^^ond receivers are 
distributors of the merchandise. 

75. (New) The method of claim 52 whereins^d calculating comprises calculating 
shipment of the merchandise from the first ajm second sources jointly. 

76. (New) The method of cjafm 52, wherein the steps are carried out by a third 
party independent of the sources^nd the receivers. 

77. (New) The m^hod of claim 52, wherein the one or more first and second 
metrics comprise a nrmimum feasible order size and wherein the step of calculating 
comprises calculating the maximum feasible order size that maintains the inventory 
within the am0unt of products required to be maintained. 

78. / (New) The method of claim 52 wherein the steps are implemented by 
computefr hardware, computer software or a combination of computer hardware and 
compiBter software. 
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